
ADVANCE INFORMATION

SMALL EXPECTATIONS 
Donald S. Murray

‘This is an edgy, unsettling, fragmented collection of poems and prose – 
satires, twisted myths, darkly humorous fictions, poignant reflections on 
language loss – through which Donald  S. Murray explores the uneasy space 
between Gaelic and English, between the strengths of an island community 
and its limitations, between the lives we have and the possible lives that 
escape us. It’s fine, assured writing, full of contradictions, dichotomies and 

ironies, and we should cherish its courage and honesty.’ 
– James Robertson

‘This is a very fine collection of stories and poems full of imagination and 
humour – the humour ranging from the hilarious to the sardonic. There 
is a finesse and craft to the prose and poetry which rings true to many 
an islander’s experience. This is a writer who has been and seen. The 
collection is a tour de force, a distillation, arising from a living imagination 
of Hebrideans’ experience at home and as émigré. The reader will never 

look at porridge or mackerel in quite the same way again!’ 
– Maoilios Caimbeul

DISTRIBUTION
BookSource

50 Cambuslang Road
Glasgow G32 8NB

Tel: 0845 370 0063; Fax: 0845 370 0064
Email: orders@booksource.net

REPRESENTATION/ RIGHTS CONTACT
Sharon Blackie
Two Ravens Press Ltd., Green Willow Croft
Rhiroy, Lochbroom, Ullapool, IV23 2SF
Tel: 01854 655307
Email: sharon@tworavenspress.com

www.tworavenspress.com

_______________________________________________________________________________________

THE BOOK

Small Expectations is a collection of linked short prose pieces and poetry. Digressively 
and figuratively, it tells the story of a character born on the Outer Hebrides, steeped 
in myth, history and Gaelic, who is then educated for work on the mainland. The 
character’s life thereafter has two poles, and Murray cleverly juxtaposes these strange 
attractors, bringing the power of ancient myth into the modern world with imagination 
and great humour.

THE AUTHOR

Donald S. Murray was born in Ness in the Isle of Lewis. An author, teacher and journalist, 
his poetry, prose and verse has been shortlisted for both the Saltire Award and Callum 
Macdonald Memorial Award. Author of The Guga Hunters, his work has also appeared 
in a number of national anthologies and on BBC Radio 4 and Radio Scotland. He lives 
and works in Shetland.
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