ADVANCE INFORMATION

-~ SMALL EXPECTATIONS

SMALL EXPECTATIONS
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‘This is an edgy, unsettling, fragmented collection of poems and prose —
satires, twisted myths, darkly humorous fictions, poignant reflections on
language loss — through which Donald S. Murray explores the uneasy space
between Gaelic and English, between the strengths of an island community
and its limitations, between the lives we have and the possible lives that
escape us. It’s fine, assured writing, full of contradictions, dichotomies and
ironies, and we should cherish its courage and honesty.’
— James Robertson

‘This is a very fine collection of stories and poems full of imagination and
humour — the humour ranging from the hilarious to the sardonic. There
is a finesse and craft to the prose and poetry which rings true to many
an islander’s experience. This is a writer who has been and seen. The
collection is a tour de force, a distillation, arising from a living imagination
of Hebrideans’ experience at home and as émigré. The reader will never
look at porridge or mackerel in quite the same way again!’
- Maoilios Caimbeul

THE BOOK

Small Expectations is a collection of linked short prose pieces and poetry. Digressively
and figuratively, it tells the story of a character born on the Outer Hebrides, steeped
in myth, history and Gaelic, who is then educated for work on the mainland. The
character’s life thereafter has two poles, and Murray cleverly juxtaposes these strange
attractors, bringing the power of ancient myth into the modern world with imagination
and great humour.
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